
David Luff
FILM MAKER | CINEMATOGRAPHER



2

Table of contents
3	 |	 Core Values

4	 |	 About Me

5	 |	 Recent Work

6	 |	 Project details

26	|	 Awards	
27	|	 Work History

28	| Education

29 |  Contact/Socials



3

Dream big,  
stay positive,  
work hard,  
and enjoy the 
journey.

By mutual respect, 
understanding and with 
good will we can find 
acceptable solutions to 
any problems which exist 
or may arise.

It is our collective and 
individual responsibility to 
preserve and tend to the 
world in which we all live.

Core Values

BACK TO TOP
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I am a Cinematographer and Camera Operator 
from the Adelaide Hills in South Australia. I have 
developed many skills in filmmaking, most notably 
Cinematography. I also enjoy Directing, Producing, 
Editing and Sound Designing. 

While I have experience working on TV Drama, 
Reality TV and Feature Films, Natural History is 
where my main passion and heart is.

I currently reside in Bristol, UK, and have both my 
Australian and UK Passport.

Who Am I
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MALA MEMOIR WHEN THE SMOKE SETTLES CAPE SOLANDER LIFE WITH BATS THE POWERFUL OWL

Wildlife docu-
series

Nature short film Bush fire short documentary Surf Short Film Wildlife short 
Documen tary

Feature Wildlife 
Documentary

EP, Writer, Director, 
Cinematographer

Director, Writer, 
Cinematographer, Editor, Colour 

Grader, Sound Designer
Director, Writer, Cinematographer, 

Editor, Colour Grader, Sound Designer
EP, Director, Writer, 

Cinematographer, Editor, Colour 
Grader, Sound Designer

Director, Writer, 
Producer, 

Cinematographer
Director, Writer, Producer, 
Cinematographer, Editor, 

Sound Designer

Here's some of my recent work

PROJECTS

BACK TO TOP

https://youtu.be/6N1jPBQzRzk
https://youtu.be/wJNXLOBNCvA
https://youtu.be/Ga90Lfs9B24
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The Powerful Owl
I  could write a 60 page document on this project but i'll keep it relatively 
brief. This feature length documentary taught me SO much about producing, 
managing  a team and effective leadership. While  99% of this project was  
done soley by myself, I had one shoot day where I filmed my Interview and re-
enacted behind the scenes. I  travelled  interstate for this and hired crew to 
help with the day including HMU, BTS photographer, Gaffer/Cam Op and AC/
Best person. Overall everything worked out, but it definitely didn't go 100% to 
plan. And that was great because it taught me a lot! 

With this project, I not only honed in my Cinematography and wildlife 
observation skills, but also my Producing, Marketing and Socil Media skills. I 
organised locations, crew contracts, per diems, health and safety, schedules 
and budgets. I also set out a plan on different organisations and audiences to 
target, and a strategy to execute which would utilise my time most efficiently.

Besides the principle photography of filming the owls, I spent 80-120 hours/
week working on this project for 3 months. I completely finished the project 
only 6 days past my originally set deadline, which  I think is pretty good!



7

The Powerful Owl
Minimal equipment - Geographically locked - Difficult subjects - Challenging Conditions - Low budget

These were the issues that I faced while filming the Owls. 

Due to the Covid lockdown restrictions, I was not allowed to travel greater than a 5km radius from my 
house. This meant that the only way for me to be creative filming was to film what was local to me. I had a 
small amount of camera gear (2x lens, 1 camera, gimbal, tripod and monitor) and without any funding I had 
no access to other equipment/rigging to aid in the filming. The owls were my subject of choice, but they 
positioned themselves high up in the tree tops, hidden away with lots of foilage blocking my view. This meant 
that I had to be extra creative in how I framed and filmed them. I wanted to have the highest production 
quality possible but knew that I had very limited options in regards to how I could achieve this.

Being nocturnal animals, night time provided the most action. But this posed the issue of low light levels. I 
REFUSE to use artifical light sources on nocturnal animals. I decided to shoot with a higher ISO, which brought 
in a lot of noise to the image, but to me the most important part of filmmaking is the story. And it is better to 
capture the behaviour in lower image quality, than to not capture the behaviour at all.

Watch the trailer HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKhFosasZtE
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Life with Bats
I wrote and filmed this over the course of two weeks, as my main Graduation 
Project had to be cancelled last minute due to border restrictions during the 
COVID pandemic. Luckily I had already started to film the bats and captured 
the final dipping sequence a month earlier, as it was a seasonal activity and I 
wanted to film it for achival purposes.

The interview and b-roll at the facilities had a tight filming schedule of only 
40 minutes on location. I was the only  crew there and handled the filming, 
lighting, audio and directing. All in all it worked out well, though of course if I 
had more time and/or more crew then it would have increased the production 
value even further.

Overall, considering the short time frame I was working with, this documentary 
was a huge success - becoming staff and student favourites at the multiple 
showcase screenings held at AFTRS.  

Life with Bats is currently doing the Film Festival circuit and is sitting at a 
MASSIVE 100% success rate on festival selections so far.



9

UAE Drama series (x3)

In 2021 and 2022 I worked in the UAE on three standalone short series for FilmGate 
Productions as 1st unit B-Cam Operator and 2nd Unit A-Cam Operator. Each series has three 
episodes with a runtime of 30 minutes each.



10
BACK TO TOP

UAE Drama series
Over the 2.5 months Over the 2.5 months 
of filming I learnt a of filming I learnt a 
lot about big budget lot about big budget 
productions and how productions and how 
they operate.they operate.

I used this time to I used this time to 
sharpen my camera sharpen my camera 
operating skills in a operating skills in a 
drama style and had drama style and had 
lots of practice at lots of practice at 
matching frames and matching frames and 
ensuring the visual ensuring the visual 
styles remained the styles remained the 
same between the same between the 
cameras.cameras.
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Monogamy - Australia's Love Animals 
(MALA)
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Monogamy - Australia's Love Animals is a series that was in development that showcases 
different Australian wildlife that live a monogamous life - meaning that they mate for life. 
Due to the COVID lockdown this project has been put on hold. Each episode has a focus 
on a certain animal, showcasing what they have to do to survive, their threats and physical 
attributes, as well as their more intimate moments with their partner.

BACK TO TOP
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Wearing many hats
MALA was intended as my University grad project. 
I tackled many logistical aspects as well as 
creative ones. As the EP I oversaw the budgeting, 
risk assessments and scheduling, creating all the 
documents and forms for the crew.

Leadership and organisation are two things that I love 
combining in my work. I try to set an example of how 
hard work and dedication pays off and what can be 
accomplished.

The risk assessment on the right show my 
organisation in preparing for production. Getting 
my risk assessments and schedules done early help 
me with realising the possibilities of our shoot, and 
ensuring it goes as safely and smoothly as possible. I 
like to be as prepared as possible.
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I like to have an organised Gantt chart early on so I can see what areas will be busier, and where we need to focus attention. It helps me to stay 

organised and on top of everything. Not only does organisation help increase the success rate of my production, but it also helps assure the crew that 

they are in good hands, that everything has been thought through and mistakes are minimised.

BACK TO TOP
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Cinematography
I like to lay out my ideas in a style bible and storyboard. 

It helps me to see the overarching style that I go for as 

well as how the scenes and shots work together. 

As seen here on the right, I have created a style of 

oranges and yellows in the sky, which is reflective of 

the Gannet's colors. 

My storyboard includes shot types and descriptions, 

which are then put into a shot list and categorised 

accordingly.

This level of organisation helps everyone involved 

understand what we are aiming to achieve, as well as 

ensuring we are able to film the content we need the 

first go, without having to conduct pickup shots.

BACK TO TOP
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Memoir
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"Memoir" is a tale told by the wind about its observations along Sydney’s eastern 
coastline. A truly cinematic experience delving into natures harmony and balance not 
often observed by humans.

BACK TO TOP

https://youtu.be/6N1jPBQzRzk
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STEP INSIDE MY HEAD.

Since moving to Sydney to study at AFTRS, I 
found myself exploring the Eastern Coastline 
a lot. I felt in awe at the natural beauty of the 
landscape. 

I decided to film and film and film, but that 
wasn't satisfying enough. I needed to make a 
film - a short film, to try and express the feeling 
I felt while exploring. And with this, Memoir was 
born. 

I learnt a lot about sound design in this film, as 
I created most sounds with foley, and mixed all 
the channels. 

BACK TO TOP
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MY APPROACH

Through filming I had a chance to work on my cinematic style. I 
found that with filming the natural environment, a lot can't be 
catered for in the same way as a drama production. I had a lot of 
times where I just missed the moon rise or got rained out, but it 
all taught me lessons on how to calculate things and prepare for 
weather accordingly. You can watch my BTS video HERE where I talk 
about my approach to filming the moon rise.

Seen here on the right, I created my own rainproof cover to protect 
my camera, monitor and Sony 200-600mm lens. I couldn't afford or 
find any suitable weather protectors for it so I figured why not make 
my own! I used a plastic camera gear cover, which cost me a grand 
total of $2.95, and some gaffer tape to cut and mould it to shape. A 
cover that I still use to this day!

BACK TO TOP

https://youtu.be/RitS8edCjwM
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When The Smoke Settles

"When The Smoke Settles" is a documentary about my experience during the 2019-20 
Black Saturday Fires in which we had to evacuate our home.

BACK TO TOP

https://youtu.be/wJNXLOBNCvA
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MY PROCESS

I do a lot of filming, documenting and 
archiving. During Christmas, just before the 
2020 Covid hit Australia, I visited my family in 
Adelaide during an intense heatwave. 

I documented everything on camera, including 
the evacuation orders we had due to a 
dangerous bush fire nearby. This footage 
turned into the documentary above. 

I edited and did the sound design for it, and 
overlayed my own narration. The project gave 
me the confidence to create documentary 
pieces by myself.

BACK TO TOP
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Cape Solander

"Cape Solander - Ours" is a short surf film following Duke Kelleher as he battles one of 
Australia's toughest slabs.

BACK TO TOP

https://youtu.be/Ga90Lfs9B24
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ON A WHIM

I remember about 24 hours before we went 
out to film, Duke told me he's thinking of 
surfing 'Ours' tomorrow morning and wanted 
to know if I wanted to come to film. 'Well of 
course!' I said.

I handled the filming, editing and sound 
design aspects. I distinctly remember filming 
with my camera on tripod, while my drone 
controller was taped to the v-lock battery of 
the camera so I could operate two camera 
systems at once!

It's safe to say that editing and sound design 
take up 80% of the production time for me. 
But I love it!
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Debugging Diversity
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Debugging Diversity explores why there are so few women in tech but more importantly, 
what can be done to change that.

Come on a journey that explores the history of computing and its effect on today's 
technology culture. You'll meet some incredible organisations working to empower 
women in technology as well as some of their inspiring founders.

BACK TO TOP

https://debuggingdiversity.com
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FOR A GOOD CAUSE

	+ I love being apart of creating something 
useful and educational for society.

	+ Working on this project has taught me 
so much about the gender imbalance in 
the tech industry as well as industries in 
general.

	+ We have a strong approach to filming in a 
consistent manner so that our shots will 
mesh well in the edit.

	+ It's been a great opportunity to handle 
multi-cam shoots and setups.

BACK TO TOP
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What's your flava?
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Six bisexuals enter the Flava house on the quest for love.  
They make food, small talk and – if they’re brave enough – a move.
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PLAYING WITH LIGHT

	+ As a cinematographer, I love playing 
with and manipulating light. That's why I 
work as a gaffer on sets occasionally - to 
enhance my skills.

	+ As seen in some of the pictures on the 
right, I have a varied style from practical 
to stylistic. 

	+ I loved working on this project because I 
was able to try out some new ideas.

	+ I always desire excellent cable 
management, not for any OCD reason (ok 
a little for OCD), but most importantly for 
safety and troubleshooting.

BACK TO TOP
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Awards

I was fortunate enough to receive 

a Gold Award at the NSW State ACS 

awards for Memoir in 2020.

Memoir then went on to win a Gold 

award at the National ACS awards in 

2021.

Life with Bats 
 
DREAMZ CATCHER INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
WINNER - Best Nature/Environment/Wildlife Project 
PHENOMENAL ATTAINMENT - Short Film

SOUTH LONDON FILM FESTIVAL 
FINALIST - Documentary Short

COLORADO ENVIRONMENTAL FILM FESTIVAL 
Official Selection - Short Films

LOOKOUT WILD FILM FESTIVAL 
Official Selection - Conservation Film

NATURE WITHOUT BORDERS INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
Official Selection -  Wildlife/Nature Documentaries

BACK TO TOP
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Work History
Life with Bats 
Documentary 
Director/Cinematographer/Sound

PERVERT 
Drama Series (8x 45 min) 
1AC/Camera Operator

Debugging Diversity 
Documentary Series (3x 25 min) 
Camera Operator

Married at First Sight Season 8 
Reality TV Series 
Jib Assist

Clear the Shelter Campaign RSPCA 
Corporate Promotional Video  
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

Heidi Finds a Home RSPCA 
Corporate Promotional Video 
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

Memoir 
Short FIlm 
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

The Brumby Project 
Wildlife Documentary 
Sound Designer/Mixer

The Lonesome Ship 
Sci-Fi Short Film 
Cinematographer/Gaffer

What's Your Flava?  
Reality TV Series (5x 5 min) 
Gaffer

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE 
Drama (3x 3 min) 
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

KTC School Videos 
3x Music Videos, 2x Dance Videos 
Cinematographer/Editor

The Real Love Boat 
Aus & USA Series 1 Reality TV 
Camera Assist & Operator

NSW Gov &  Tafe NSW 
Corporate Promotional Video 
1AC/Camera Operator

While Rome Burns 
Sci-Fi Short FIlm 
Cinematographer

Half Human 
Sci-Fi Short Film 
Cinematographer/Gaffer

Dear Seattle 
Music Video 
Gaffer

Amongst The Gumtrees 
Horror Short Film 
1AC

The 88'ers 
Drama Short Film 
Gaffer

Cape Solander 
Surf Short Film 
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

Ave Ventura 
Corporate Interview 
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

Psyence Fiction 
Event Promotional Video 
Cinematographer/Editor

Dub In The Park 
Festival Recap Video 
Cinematographer/Editor

LBB 
Brand Promotional Video 
Cinematographer/Sound/Editor

BACK TO TOP

The Powerful Owl 
Feature Wildlife Documentary 
Director/Writer/Cinematographer/more

Dreams Drawn in Dust (UAE) 
Drama Series (3x 30 min) 
1st Unit B-Cam Op & 2nd Unit A-Cam Op

Scattered Barriers (UAE) 
Drama Series (3x 30 min) 
1st Unit B-Cam Op & 2nd Unit A-Cam Op

The Home of Life (UAE) 
Drama Series (3x 30 min) 
1st Unit B-Cam Op & 2nd Unit A-Cam Op

Inspector Jamshed 
Feature FIlm 
2AC / Backup A-Cam Op

Duabi Racing  
Multi-Cam Event Function 
Camera Director
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High School: Australian Science and 
Mathematics School

TAFE SA - Diploma in Screen: Film & TV 
Production

AFTRS - Bachelor of Screen: Production

Advanced 30m Scuba Diver

RePL Drone License (Australia sub 7kg)

Safeguarding Children Course

Provide CPR & First Aid

Advanced & Agressive Driver Training 

Education & Qualifications

---> Check out the article here <---
BACK TO TOP

https://www.aftrs.edu.au/news/2020/17-australian-cinematographers-society-awards-for-aftrs-students-and-alumni/?fbclid=IwAR0tl94x2Qa7PKO_xzs6npPrBuZQio3HWjBSPpaXJrwE1aydukYm3hgexjo
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PH: +44 7538 198998 

WhatsApp: +61 430 219 563

Email: davidluff@live.com

Website: davidluff.com.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/david.luff.3

Contacts and Social links
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Instagram: @davidluffpictures  

@davidluffpictures_bts

IMDb: David Luff (III)

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/

davidluffpictures

YouTube: David Luff Pictures

http://www.davidluff.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/david.luff.3
https://www.instagram.com/davidluffpictures
https://www.instagram.com/davidluffpictures_bts
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm11323088/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.linkedin.com/in/davidluffpictures
http://www.linkedin.com/in/davidluffpictures
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_guzSvT4OxvcZqJnVzhUTA
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